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laws were made up largely of negroes and poor whites;
they adopted constitutions that gave the votes to all blacks
and disfranchised all ex-confederates. The governments
that were finally created under these new constitutions were,
of course. Republican, consisting of black men and their
degraded white leaders. These whites belonged to two
groups. First came the "carpet-baggers*' from the North,
drawn South by the high odour of corruption. They
had come to gobble up the Federal offices^ which could not
be given to ex-rebels. By manipulating the negro vote3 they
also wormed their way into the new state governments,
where they made quick fortunes out of the public funds.*
The second group were the "scalawags/* Southern whites
who were willing to play the same malign game5 fatten-
ing on the last resources of their country. Southern
property owners had suffered the confiscation of about
$430005000,000 worth of slave property. In addition to
that, all of their loans to the Confederate Government and
to the States in the Confederacy (which consisted in most
cases, of everything they could raise by mortgages or by
liquidation of investments), had been wiped off. Mean-
while, their land had gone out of cultivation, and most of the
cotton they had stored away was confiscated by the Federal
Government on the ground that it had been sold to the
Confederacy. And now they were forced to submit to such
conditions as the following: "Here" (in the South Carolina
House of Representatives), wrote an observer from the
North, "sit 124 members. Of these, 23 are white men,
representing the remains of the old civilization. . . .
Deducting the 23 members referred to, who comprise the
entire strength of the opposition, we find 101 remaining.
Of this 101, 94 are coloured and 7 are their white allies.., *
The Speaker is black, the Clerk is black, the door-keeper
is black, the little pages are black, the Chairman of the Ways
and Means is black, and the Chaplain is coal black. At
some of the desks sit coloured men whose types it would be
* A few carpet-baggers went South with honest intentions hoping to
help the freedmen. They were revolted by what they found, and either
returned home or made common cause with the Southern whites.
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